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Scope and purpose of this 
guidance 

This document provides guidance on the fees that the NSTA charges users of its services and 
outlines how to pay those fees. It does not have binding legal effect. If the NSTA departs from 
this guidance, it will explain why.  

This guidance is not a substitute for any regulation or law and is not legal advice. 

The guidance will be kept under review and amended as appropriate as the fees and their rates 
are regularly reviewed by the NSTA.  
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Introduction  

The NSTA regulates and influences the oil and gas, offshore hydrogen, and carbon storage 
industries. We help drive North Sea energy transition, realising the significant potential of the 
UK Continental Shelf as a critical energy and carbon abatement resource, and hold industry to 
account on reducing emissions. 

The NSTA provides a range of services, including but not limited to issuing petroleum licences, 
offshore gas storage licences and carbon dioxide storage licences, as well as consents issued 

under these licences and pipeline works authorisations. 

In accordance with HM Treasury’s Managing Public Money, the costs of these services are 
recovered via direct fees rather than via the levy paid by offshore petroleum licensees to ensure 
that only those benefiting from a service bear its costs (see Appendix 1 for a list of the fee 
regulations). 

This guidance sets out the services for which the NSTA charges fees, and the different ways in 
which service users can pay those fees.  

 
 

   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/managing-public-money
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NSTA services subject to fees  

Most of the NSTA’s fees are for a fixed amount and are paid on submission of an application to 
the NSTA. Many of these applications are made through the various services hosted on the 
NSTA’s UK Energy Portal, with the payment method depending on the category of service. 

The services are: 

• Petroleum E-business Assignments and Relinquishment System (PEARS) 

• Wells Operations and Notifications System (WONS)   

• Petroleum Licence Applications Repository (LARRY) 

• Pipeline Works Authorisations (PWA) 

• Field Consents System 

Additionally, some approval fees are timesheet-based, calculated by multiplying a day rate by 
the number of days and the number of staff involved in the approval. An invoice for payment of 
these fees will be issued by email after a calculation of the amount due has been made. Some 
fixed fees must also be paid through manual invoice. 

The services, fees and payment methods for them are summarised in Table 1.  

Table 1: Summary of applications, fees and payment methods 

Application type  Fee type  Fee rate Application 
method 

Payment 
method 

Development and 
production consent (Field 
Development Plan) 

Timesheet 
-based fee 

£610 per staff 
day 

Non-portal Manual invoice 

Consent to a complex1 
pipeline deposit proposal 

Timesheet 
-based fee 

£610 per staff 
day 

Non-portal Manual invoice 

Complex1 pipeline works 
authorisation 

Timesheet 
-based fee 

£610 per staff 
day 

Non-portal Manual invoice 

Complex2 production and 
flaring and venting 
consents 

Timesheet 
-based fee 

£610 per staff 
day 

Non-portal Manual invoice 

 

 

 
1 “Complex” here means those applications the NSTA estimates will require more than four days for an officer to 

determine. 

2 “Complex” here means those applications the NSTA estimates will require more than two days for an officer to 

determine. 
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Carbon dioxide storage 
proposal approval 
(carbon storage permit) 

Timesheet 
-based fee 

£610 per staff 
day 

Non-portal Manual invoice 

Amend a carbon dioxide 
storage permit 

Timesheet 
-based fee 

£610 per staff 
day 

Non-portal Manual invoice 

Review and amend a 
carbon dioxide storage 
monitoring plan  

Timesheet 
-based fee 

£610 per staff 
day 

Non-portal Manual invoice 

Amend a carbon dioxide 

storage work programme 

Timesheet 

-based fee 

£610 per staff 

day 

Non-portal Manual invoice 

Consent to a change in 
control of a petroleum or 
carbon storage licensee 

Timesheet 
-based fee 

£610 per staff 
day 

Non-portal Manual invoice 

Approving methodology 
for the measurement of 
petroleum (PON6 
approval) 

Fixed fee £1,330 Non-portal Manual invoice 

Consent to drill a primary 
well  

Fixed fee £930 Via UK Energy 
Portal (WONS 
Service) 

WorldPay 

Consent to drill a 
sidetrack well  

Fixed fee £840 Via UK Energy 
Portal (WONS 
Service) 

WorldPay 

Consent to fit or refit 
equipment in a well  

Fixed fee £370 Via UK Energy 
Portal (WONS 
Service) 

WorldPay 

Consent to a well 

suspension  

Fixed fee £780 Via UK Energy 

Portal (WONS 
Service) 

WorldPay 

Consent to put back into 
use a suspended well  

Fixed fee £350 Via UK Energy 
Portal (WONS 
Service) 

WorldPay 

Consent to abandon a 
well permanently  

Fixed fee £1,080 Via UK Energy 
Portal (WONS 
Service) 

WorldPay 

Drill stem test Fixed fee £280 Via UK Energy 
Portal (WONS 
Service) 

WorldPay 
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Extended well test Fixed fee £930 Via UK Energy 
Portal (WONS 
Service) 

WorldPay 

Consent to get petroleum 
from a licensed area 
(Production consent)  

Fixed fee £1,200 Via Field 
Consents System 

GovPay 

Variation of a consent to 
get petroleum from a 
licensed area (Production 
consent variation) 

Fixed fee £1,200 Via Field 
Consents System 

GovPay 

Consent to flare or vent 
petroleum from a well  

Fixed fee £940 Via Field 
Consents System 

GovPay 

Variation of a consent to 
flare or vent petroleum 
from a well 

Fixed fee £940 Via Field 
Consents System 

GovPay 

Consent to flare or vent 
natural gas from a 
relevant oil processing 
facility or a relevant gas 
processing facility 

Fixed fee  £350 Via Field 
Consents System 

GovPay 

Pipeline Works 
Authorisation 

Fixed fee £3,330 Via PWA Portal GovPay 

Category 1 Pipeline 
Works Authorisation 
variation 

Fixed fee £3,330 Via PWA Portal GovPay 

Category 2 Pipeline 
Works Authorisation 
variation 

Fixed fee £2,030 Via PWA Portal GovPay 

Variation of holder, user, 
owner or Operator of a 
pipeline under a Pipeline 
Works Authorisation 

Fixed fee £2,030 Via PWA Portal GovPay 

Consent to a pipeline 
deposit proposal 

Fixed fee £1,730 Via PWA Portal GovPay 

Category 2 Pipeline 
Works Authorisation 
options variation  

Fixed fee £2,030 Via PWA Portal GovPay 

Pipeline Works 
Authorisation and deposit 
consents granted 

Fixed fee £2,030 Via PWA Portal GovPay 
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following cessation of 
production from a 
petroleum field 

Consent to change of 
licensee  

Fixed fee £1,450 Via UK Energy 
Portal (PEARS 
Service) 

WorldPay 

Consent to change of a 
beneficiary of rights 
under a licence 

Fixed fee £1,450 Via UK Energy 
Portal (PEARS 
Service) 

WorldPay 

Appointment of an 
operator under a 
petroleum licence  

Fixed fee £1,270 Via UK Energy 
Portal (PEARS 
Service) 

WorldPay 

Consent to extension of a 
petroleum licence 

Fixed fee £5,660 Non- Portal Manual invoice 

Amendment of a work 
programme 

Fixed fee £5,660 Non-Portal Manual invoice 

Consent to onshore 
retention or development 
area proposals 

Fixed fee £1,250 Via UK Energy 
Portal (PEARS 
Service) 

WorldPay 

Determination of oil fields Fixed fee £5,340 Non-portal Manual invoice 

Offshore metering 
examination  

Fixed fee £3,080 Non-portal Manual invoice 

Onshore metering 
examination  

Fixed fee £3,740 Non-portal Manual invoice 

Meter flow calibration  Fixed fee £2,030 Non-portal Manual invoice 

Change of licensee of a 
carbon dioxide appraisal 
and storage licence 

Fixed fee £1,400 Non-portal Manual invoice 

Change of the beneficiary 
of rights granted by a 
carbon dioxide appraisal 
and storage licence 

Fixed fee £1,400 Non-portal Manual invoice 

Appointment of an 
exploration operator 
under a carbon dioxide 
appraisal and storage 
licence 

Fixed fee £1,210 Non-portal Manual invoice 

Appointment of a storage 
operator under a carbon 

Fixed fee £1,210 Non-portal Manual invoice 
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dioxide appraisal and 
storage licence 
appointment of storage 
operator in a carbon 
dioxide appraisal and 
storage licence 

Extension of the initial or 
appraisal term of a 
carbon dioxide appraisal 
and storage licence 

Fixed fee £5,670 Non-portal Manual invoice 

Measurement of carbon 

dioxide injection flow rate 
Fixed fee £3,740 Non-portal Manual invoice 

Application for 
exploration licence  

Fixed fee £2,460 Non-portal Manual invoice 

Application for methane 
drainage licence  

Fixed fee £200 Non-portal Manual invoice 

Application for onshore 
production licence  

Fixed fee £6,570 Via LARRY WorldPay 

Application for offshore 
production licence  

Fixed fee £10,030 Via LARRY WorldPay 

Application for gas 
storage licence 

Fixed fee £9,860 Non-portal Manual invoice 

Application for carbon 
dioxide appraisal and 
storage licence 

Fixed fee £19,710 Non-portal Manual invoice 

 

The NSTA reviews and updates its fee rates on a regular basis. The fee rates were last updated 
in April 2024. 

The different payment methods are outlined in the sections below. 
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Manual invoice payments 

When the NSTA is ready to issue a consent or authorisation involving a manual invoice, the 
NSTA will ask the service user to request via email that the NSTA calculates the final fee. The 
same process will be followed if a Field Development Plan is withdrawn or if the consent 
process takes more than six months. 

The NSTA will then calculate the fee and issue, by email, an invoice for settlement.  

The invoice will contain:  

• Amount of the charge, in pounds sterling 

• Basic description of the purpose of the payment, e.g. “FDP approval of the xxx Field” 

• Bank details for the NSTA, where settlement can be made 

• An invoice reference number to quote when making the payment, which will be essential 
for the NSTA matching against the relevant consent/authorisation 

 
Repayments  

If, for any reason, the NSTA decides to make a refund in part or in full, then the following will 
apply:  

• If the invoice is not already paid, a credit note will be issued to offset against the invoice. 

• If the invoice is already paid, the NSTA will ask for a supplier form to be completed and 
details of the bank account to which the payment should be made to be provided, as 
follows: 

 
- Name of bank 
- Sort code 
- Branch of bank 
- Account name 
- Account number 
- IBAN (for non- UK payments only) 
 

It is important that these bank details are provided on company letter headed paper as the 
NSTA will not make payment otherwise. For questions on an invoice, or credit note, please 
email: accountsreceivable@nstauthority.co.uk  

 

 

  

mailto:accountsreceivable@nstauthority.co.uk
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WorldPay payments   

For fees under the WorldPay system, payment will be requested when an application is made. 
Payment is made by credit card using the “WorldPay” system. 

Once the application is made, this payment screen will appear: 

Figure 1: WorldPay payment screen  

 
 

To view/print the Request for Payment (Invoice), click on the ‘Display Invoice’ link on the 
payment screen as highlighted in Figure 2. This will display the Request for Payment in a PDF 
format. 

Figure 2: “Display Invoice” link 
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Figure 3: Request for Payment pdf 

 

Enter the card billing details on the payment screen. Please note that the card must be 
registered in the UK. Clicking on ‘Use my details’ will import the details that are held against the 
service user Portal Account.  

When searching for a company address, click on the ‘Search for address’ link, as highlighted in 
Figure 4. 
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Figure 4: “Search for address” link 

 

Then enter the relevant post code and click on the ‘Search’ button, as highlighted in Figure 5. 

Figure 5: “Post Code search”  

 

Once the search results have returned, click on the relevant address link. 

Figure 6: Post Code search results 

 
Once all details have been entered, click on the ‘Pay Now’ button. 

Figure 7: “Pay now” button 

 

This will connect to the WorldPay system. 

Select Card Type by clicking on the relevant card icon. 
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Figure 8: WorldPay payment page 

 

Enter the card details and click on the ‘Make Payment’ tick icon 

Figure 9: “Make payment” icon 
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A message will appear, stating that the payment has been submitted for processing. 

Figure 10: WorldPay Payment Processing page  

 

This will be followed by a payment status confirming if payment has been successful. 

Figure 11: WorldPay Payment status page 

 

Clicking on the ‘Return to the portal’ button will show the payment details as well as the 
‘Payment Request (Invoice)’ and ‘Receipt’ by clicking on the relevant button. 

Figure 12: “Display Invoice” and “Display Receipt” buttons 

 
 

An example of a receipt is shown below. 
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Figure 13: Payment Receipt 

  

 
 

If, for any reason, the NSTA decides to make a refund in part or in full, the procedure will follow 
that for manual invoice payments.  
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GovPay payments  

Fees on the PWA Portal System and the Field Consents System are both paid using GovPay. 
There are some differences in the initial steps in the two systems. 

PWA Portal System 

When an application has been submitted on the PWA Portal System, the below 
acknowledgement screen will come up. The application is then sent to the NSTA Consents & 

Authorisations Manager for review. 

 Figure 14: PWA application acknowledgement screen 

 

When the application has been accepted, there will be a notification that payment is required. 

When opening the relevant application in the work area, there will be a request that payment is 
made by clicking on the “Pay for application” tab. 
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Figure 15: PWA “Pay for application” button  

 

Please read through the information to ensure that it is correct and then click on ‘Start 
Payment’. If payment is handled by another person, send the application to them by clicking on 
the ‘Share this page for someone else to pay’ link. 

Figure 16: PWA “Share this page for someone else to pay” link  
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Field Consents System  

In the Field Consents System, the payment button will appear once the application is 
completed.  

Select the ‘Pay and Submit application’ button to proceed with application payment. 

Figure 17: Field Consents “Pay and submit application” button 

 

The screen shown in Figure 18 provides payment summary information. Click the ‘Start 
Payment’ button to proceed. 

Figure 18: Field Consents  “Pay and submit application” page 
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All GovPay systems 

In both systems, once the ‘Start Payment’ button has been selected, enter payment card 
details, billing address and contact email address for the payment notification. Click the 
‘Continue’ button once all sections have been completed. 

Please include card details in the following screen. 

Figure 19: GovPay payment page 

 

Please double check details before confirming payment. 
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Figure 20: GovPay payment confirmation page 

 

 

When payment is confirmed, an acknowledgement for the payment for the application will 
appear.  

Figure 20: GovPay payment acknowledgement page 

 

An email acknowledgement will also be sent to the Inbox of whoever made the payment.  

Applicants can ask for their applications to be fast tracked. If this is requested and agreed, the 
fee payable is doubled.  

If, for any reason, the NSTA decides to make a refund in part or in full, the refund will be paid to 

the card used to make the initial payment. 
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Appendix 1 – Fees Regulations 

The fees are enshrined in The Oil and Gas Authority (Fees) Regulations 2016 
[http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2016/904/contents/made] as amended. 
 
The amendments can be found in:  

• The Oil and Gas Authority (Fees and Petroleum Licensing) (Amendment) Regulations 
2017 [http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/426/made] 
 

• The Oil and Gas Authority (Levy and Fees) and Pollution Prevention and Control (Fees) 
(Miscellaneous Amendments) Regulations 2020  
[http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/208/contents/made] 
 

• The Oil and Gas Authority (Levy and Fees) Regulations 2021 
[https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2021/206/contents/made] 
 

• The Oil and Gas Authority (Levy and Fees) Regulations 2022 
[https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2022/204/contents/made] 
 

• The Oil and Gas Authority (Levy and Fees) Regulations 2023 
[https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2023/228/contents/made] 
  

• The Oil and Gas Authority (Levy and Fees) Regulations 2024 
[https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2024/241/contents/made]  
 

• The Oil and Gas Authority (Levy and Fees) Regulations 2025 
[https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2025/239/contents/made] 
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