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REVOCATION OF OPEN PERMISSION (OPERATING AGREEMENTS) 

Revocation of Open Permission granted by the Secretary of State on 26 April 2012 

Background 

1. An open permission was made by the then Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change 
(the "Secretary of State") on 26 April 2012, effective on 27 April 2012, in exercise of powers 
conferred under the Petroleum Act 1998 (the "Open Permission") (Annex 1). 

2. Pursuant to the Open Permission, the Secretary of State approved a Relevant Action 
concerning an Operating Agreement, with respect to the entitlement of the parties to it to: 

(a) the benefit of rights granted by a Licence; 
(b) any petroleum won and saved from the area to which the said Licence applied; and 
(c) any proceeds of the sale of such petroleum (the "Approval"). 

3. Pursuant, inter alia, to Section 2(1) and Schedule 1 of the Energy Act 2016, certain functions 
and powers of the Secretary of State, including those under the Open Permission, have now 
been transferred to the Oil and Gas Authority, a government company with registered 
number 09666504, incorporated on 1 July 2015 and limited by shares under the Companies 
Act 2006 (the "OGA"). 

Operative Provisions 

1. Definitions 

Defined terms shall have the meaning set out in the Open Permission, unless otherwise 
defined herein. 

2. Revocation 

(a) Subject to Clause 2(b), the Open Permission is hereby revoked (the "Revocation"). 
(b) The Revocation takes effect from and including 22 July 2019 (the "Effective Date") and 

does not affect any Approval given by the Secretary of State or the OGA, or any other 
action taken in compliance with the Open Permission, prior to the Effective Date. 

Signed by 

Name: Tom Wheeler 

Date: 15 July 2019 

Director of Regulation at the Oil and Gas Authority 
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ANNEX 1 



OPEN PERMISSION (OPERATING AGREEMENTS) 

Open Permission granted by the Secretary of State on 26 April 2012 

1 ) Th is O p e n P e r m i s s i o n i s m a d e b y t h e S e c r e t a r y o f S ta te i n e x e r c i s e o f p o w e r s c o n f e r r e d under 
the P e t r o l e u m A c t 1 9 9 8 . and c o n i e s into fo rce o n 2 7 A p r i l 2 0 1 2 . 

2 ) S u b j e c t to p a r a g r a p h s 3 to 8 . the S e c r e t a r y o f S l a t e a p p r o v e s a R e l e v a n t A c t i o n c o n c e r n i n g an 
O p e r a t i n g A g r e e m e n t , w i t h r espec t to the en t i t l emen t o f the pa r t i es to i t to: 

a ) the benef i t o f r i gh ts ( no t b e i n g o b l i g a t i o n s i m p o s e d o n the S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e b y the L i c e n c e ) 
g ran ted by a L i c e n c e ; 

b ) a n y p e t r o l e u m w o n a n d s a v e d f r om the a rea t o w h i c h the s a i d L i c e n c e a p p l i e s ; 

c ) a n y p r o c e e d s o f t h e s a l e o f s u c h p e t r o l e u m . 

Conditions 

3 ) T h e a p p r o v a l u n d e r p a r a g r a p h ( 2 ) a p p l i e s o n l y w h e r e -

a ) the L i c e n s e e n o t i f i e s the S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e . w i t h i n t w o w e e k s o f the s a i d R e l e v a n t A c t i o n 
and in a m a n n e r a p p r o v e d by the S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e , of : 

i ) the in teres t he l d by e a c h Pa r t y i n e a c h p i e c e o f a c r e a g e sub jec t t o t ha t A g r e e m e n t , and 
the g e o g r a p h i c a l c o o r d i n a t e s o f e a c h o f t hose p i e c e s o f a c r e a g e ; 

i i ) the fu l l n a m e a n d reg i s te red n u m b e r o f e v e r y P a r t y : 

i i i ) the date o f the R e l e v a n t A c t i o n : 

b ) the O p e r a t i n g A g r e e m e n t d o e s not a s s i g n o r r e - a s s i g n any r igh ts g r a n t e d by the L i c e n c e to 
any p e r s o n w h o is not a party to the L i c e n c e ; and 

c ) the R e l e v a n t A c t i o n d o e s not g i v e a n y P a r t y a C o n t r o l l i n g In te res t i n a n y a c r e a g e t o w h i c h 
the O p e r a t i n g A g r e e m e n t re la tes ( o r i s i n tended in fu ture to re l a te ) w h e r e tha t Par ty does not 
a l r e a d y h a v e a C o n t r o l l i n g In te res t : and w h e r e t w o o r m o r e C o n n e c t e d c o m p a n i e s a r c e a c h a 
P a r t y , for the p u r p o s e s o f th is s u b p a r a g r a p h t hey s h a l l be t reated as a s i n g l e P a r t y . 

Exclusions 

4 ) T h e a p p r o v a l u n d e r p a r a g r a p h ( 2 ) a p p l i e s s o l e l y for the p u r p o s e s o f the r e l e v a n t m o d e l c l a u s e s 
m a d e p u r s u a n t to the P e t r o l e u m A c t 1908 and a t t a c h e d to the L i c e n c e . 

5 ) N o t h i n g i n t h i s O p e n P e r m i s s i o n c o n v e y s a n y p e r m i s s i o n , a p p r o v a l o r p e r m i s s i o n for the 
p u r p o s e s of: 

a ) a n y f u n c t i o n o f o r g a n i s i n g o r s u p e r v i s i n g a l l o r a n y o f the o p e r a t i o n s o f s e a r c h i n g o r b o r i n g 
fo r o r ge t t ing p e t r o l e u m ; o r 

b ) any L i c e n c e A s s i g n m e n t o r a n y pu rpo r ted L i c e n c e A s s i g n m e n t . 

Definitions 

6 ) F o r t h e p u r p o s e o f t h i s O p e n P e r m i s s i o n : 

a ) "the A c t " m e a n s t h e P e t r o l e u m A c t 1 9 9 8 ; 

b ) " C o n n e c t e d " , as r e g a r d s the r e l a t i o n s h i p o f one c o m p a n y t o ano the r . s h a l l be c o n s t r u e d i n 
a c c o r d a n c e w i t h s e c t i o n 8 3 9 o f t h e I n c o m e a n d C o r p o r a t i o n T a x e s A c t 1 9 8 8 ; 

c ) " C o n t r o l l i n g I n t e r e s t " m e a n s , as r e g a r d s a P a r t y , that that Par ty h a s the p o w e r t o s e c u r e that, 
sub jec t to the c o n s t r a i n t s o f law a n d e q u i t y , the ma t te r s tha t are sub jec t to the O p e r a t i n g 
A g r e e m e n t a re c o n d u c t e d i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h h i s w i s h e s ; 

d ) "L i cence" m e a n s a n y l i c e n c e to s e a r c h and b o r e for , and g e l . p e t r o l e u m in s t r a ta i n the a reas 
o f G rea t B r i t a i n a n d beneath the w a t e r s a d j a c e n t there to w h i c h l ie on the l a n d w a r d s ide o f 



l i nes d r a w n i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f S c h e d u l e 1 t o t h e P e t r o l e u m ( P r o d u c t i o n ) 
( L a n d w a r d A r e a s ) R e g u l a t i o n s 1995 ( S . I . 1 9 9 5 / 1 4 3 6 ) ; 

e ) " L i c e n c e A s s i g n m e n t " m e a n s a c h a n g e a p p r o v e d b y the S e c r e t a r y o f S l a t e o f the p e r s o n s 
w h o a re the l i c e n s e e o f the L i c e n c e ; 

f ) " O p e r a t i n g A g r e e m e n t " m e a n s an ag reemen t m a d e i n respect o f a L i c e n c e w i t h r espec t t o the 
en t i t l emen t o f a n y o f the par t ies t o the L i c e n c e to : 

i ) t he bene f i t o f a n y r igh t g ran ted by the L i c e n c e ; o r 

i i ) a n y P e t r o l e u m w o n and s a v e d f r o m the l i c e n s e d a r e a ; o r 

i i i ) a n y p r o c e e d s o f s a l e o f s u c h P e t r o l e u m , 

e x c e p t f o r ; 

i v ) a n y a g r e e m e n t for the sa le o f s u c h P e t r o l e u m u n d e r w h i c h the p r i c e i s p a y a b l e a f te r the 
P e t r o l e u m i s w o n and s a v e d ; and 

v ) a n y a g r e e m e n t i n s o fa r a s i t p r o v i d e s that , a f t e r a n y P e t r o l e u m h a s b e e n w o n a n d s a v e d 
f r om the l i c e n s e d a r e a , i t s h a l l be e x c h a n g e d for o ther P e t r o l e u m . 

g ) " O p e r a t o r " m e a n s the par ty a u t h o r i s e d u n d e r the t e r m s o f the O p e r a t i n g A g r e e m e n t t o 
e x e r c i s e a n y f u n c t i o n o f o r g a n i s i n g o r s u p e r v i s i n g a l l o r a n y o f the o p e r a t i o n s o f b o r i n g for 
o r ge t t i ng P e t r o l e u m ; 

h ) " P a r t y " m e a n s a p a r t y to the O p e r a t i n g A g r e e m e n t ; 

i ) " R e l e v a n t A c t i o n " , i n re la t i on t o a n O p e r a t i n g A g r e e m e n t , m e a n s its c r e a t i o n , n o v a t i o n o r 
a m e n d m e n t ; 

7 ) S u b j e c t t o p a r a g r a p h ( 1 0 ) , w o r d s and e x p r e s s i o n s used i n t h i s O p e n P e r m i s s i o n h a v e the s a m e 
m e a n i n g as i n the A c t o r the L i c e n c e . 

Revocation 
8 ) T h e O p e n P e r m i s s i o n da ted 2 2 S e p t e m b e r 2 0 1 0 i s r e v o k e d but not s o a s t o a f f e c t a n y A p p r o v a l 
g i v e n by i t be fo re the date m e n t i o n e d in pa rag raph ( 1 ) . 

a n o f f i c i a l o f the D e p a r t m e n t o f E n e r g y and C l i m a t e C h a n g e , 

D a t e : 26 April 2012 

S i g n e d by 



Explanatory Note 
T h i s O p e n P e r m i s s i o n i s g ran ted u n d e r the P e t r o l e u m A c t 1 9 9 8 , and i n p a r t i c u l a r the M o d e l C l a u s e s o f 
e a c h L a n d w a r d L i c e n c e g r a n t e d u n d e r that A c t . I t p e r m i t s the s e v e r a l c o m p a n i e s that toge ther cons t i t u te 
the L i c e n s e e t o m a k e a n a g r e e m e n t abou t the bene f i t o f L i c e n c e r i gh t s , t o p e t r o l e u m w o n a n d s a v e d and 
to the p r o c e e d s o f s a l e o f p e t r o l e u m ( to the ex ten t r e q u i r e d by the M o d e l C l a u s e s ) . I t d o e s not c o n v e y 
a p p r o v a l o f a n y t h i n g e l s e , i n c l u d i n g a n y t h i n g e l s e c o n t r o l l e d u n d e r the M o d e l C l a u s e s . F o r e x a m p l e , i t i s 
not a c o n s e n t to o r a p p r o v a l o f the a p p o i n t m e n t o f an opera to r , a n y l i c e n c e a s s i g n m e n t o r a n y t h i n g to do 
w i t h w e l l s ; i t h a s n o b e a r i n g o n the d e c o m m i s s i o n i n g p r o v i s i o n s o f the P e t r o l e u m A c t : a n d i t d o e s not 
a f f e c t a n y " L i c e n s e e r igh ts ' " ( b e i n g o b l i g a t i o n s i m p o s e d o n the S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e , i n c l u d i n g the 
c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y o f d a t a ) . I t g ran ts p e r m i s s i o n o n l y i n r espec t o f L a n d w a r d P r o d u c t i o n L i c e n c e s , s u c h a s 
P e t r o l e u m E x p l o r a t i o n a n d D e v e l o p m e n t L i c e n c e s : not i n respec t o f S e a w a r d P r o d u c t i o n L i c e n c e s . 

I n c a s e s w h e r e the O p e n P e r m i s s i o n d o e s not a p p l y . a L i c e n s e e m a y a p p l y t o the S e c r e t a r y o f S ta te for 
i n d i v i d u a l c o n s e n t . 
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